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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY 
 
 

Summary: The report outlines the progress made on developing a Sustainable Community 
Strategy for Breckland. 

 
1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
1.1 The Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) will include the issues, actions and initiatives 
specific to Breckland and will help to meet local priorities and selected outcomes from the 
Norfolk Local Area Agreement and the Local Development Framework for the district.  
 
1.2 The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) publication Creating 
Strong, Safe and Prosperous Communities Statutory Guidance, published in November 2007 
states that: the purpose of a SCS is to set the overall strategic direction and long-term vision for 
the social, economic and environmental well-being of a local area. It should tell the ‘story of the 
place’ – the distinctive vision and ambition of the area and be backed by clear evidence and 
analysis.  
 
1.3 The SCS for Breckland should therefore include two key elements: - 
 

(i) A long-term vision for Breckland based firmly on local need.   
(ii) Key priorities for the local area, based on this vision  

 
2. ESTABLISHING THE BRECKLAND VISION AND LSP PRIORITY AREAS 
 
2.1 A significant amount of work has been undertaken since the LSP Board meeting at the end 
of November 2007.  This work has been focused on refining the vision and headline priorities 
identified at that meeting. 
 
2.2 This report is accompanied by a paper from Kevin Ambrose, Ambrose Consulting Ltd, which 
provides more detail on the key components of this work. 
 
2.3 A joint evidence base has been produced with the Local Development Framework (LDF) 
team. This evidence of need has informed decisions on priorities and will be published 
alongside the LDF and SCS as a supporting document. 
 
3. VISION 
 
3.1 The following vision is recommended for inclusion in the Sustainable Community Strategy: - 
 

“To make Breckland a place to be proud of, a place in which people choose to 
live, work or visit.”  

 
3.2 The above statement reflects the desire of the LSP Board, and the stakeholder groups 
consulted, to create a positive image and brand for Breckland.   
 
4. PRIORITY AREAS 
 
4.1 The following key priority areas have been identified for inclusion in the SCS: - 



 

 
a. Community Cohesion 
b. Access to Services 
c. Affordable Housing 
d. Promoting healthy living and active citizenship 
e. Tackling environmental challenges 
f. Stimulating economic prosperity 

 
4.2 These priorities have also been identified through consultation with the LSP Board and with 
a range of stakeholder groups.  Further consultation will be carried out on the draft strategy. 
 
4.3 The identification of these priority areas is supported by local evidence.  For example: - 
 

(i) In Breckland, only 63% of residents agree that their local area is a place where 
people from different backgrounds get on well together (13th worst in UK) 

 
(ii) 31 of Breckland’s 78 SOAs are in the 10% most deprived for the geographical 

barriers deprivation score.  A Local Futures report ranked Breckland the 13th worst 
local authority in the UK in terms of ‘connectivity’ (400 authorities). 

 
(iii) With regard to healthy living, Breckland is significantly worse than the England 

average for obesity, people with diabetes and older people supported at home.  
  
(iv) Although 81.6% of the population are economically active, occupations in 

Breckland are low skilled and low paid.  17.1% of population have no qualifications 
and the gross weekly pay is significantly below the national average. 

 
4.4 Further supporting data will be provided in the joint evidence base. 
 
5. SUMMARY 
 
5.1  The above vision and priorities highlight the key elements of the new Sustainable 
Community Strategy.  A draft strategy will be produced for consultation by 8 February and will 
be circulated to all LSP members for comment.  The strategy will also be made available online 
for consultation by a wider range of stakeholders. 
 
5.2 The Sustainable Community Strategy will be brought to the LSP Board meeting on 13 March 
for sign-off.  It is recommended that the Sustainable Community Strategy is officially launched at 
a Stakeholder Conference in April 2007. 
 
5.3 It is important that the LSP puts in place the right governance and partnership arrangements 
to deliver the Sustainable Community Strategy.  It is therefore recommended that a review of 
current LSP arrangements is undertaken and that proposals are brought to the LSP for 
consideration on 13 March.    
 
6. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
6.1 It is recommended that the LSP Board: - 
 

(i) Approve the vision as outlined above 
(ii) Agree the priority areas as outlined above 
(iii) Undertakes a review of LSP governance and partnership arrangements 
(iv) Organises a stakeholder conference to launch the new strategy 

 


